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Earth's Ice Ages

Earth has had several "ice ages." Ice ages were times when glaciers
covered large parts of the Earth's land. Ice ages lasted for tens of
thousands of years. Temperatures were much colder than normal. Huge

ice sheets covered large parts of the continents. Some of the northern

oceans were solid ice. Some land was exposed that is now covered with
water. Where the Bering Sea lies today between Russia and Alaska was
a "land bridge" that joined North America and Asia.

The most recent ice age began about seventy thousand years ago. The

Earth was much colder than it is now. Glaciers covered Canada,

northern Europe, and Asia. Much of the northern United States was also

covered with ice.

What caused the Earth to be so cold? No one knows the exact answer. Changing weather patterns are one cause.
The position of the continents were another reason. Changes in the movement of the world's ocean waters is
another likely cause. The most recent ice age ended about ten thousand years ago. Many large mammals like the

woolly mammoth died out at about that same time.

Earth's Ice Ages
Questions

1. An ice age is when Earth's temperatures are much than normal.

—— 2. There was only one Ice Age.

A. true
B. false

— 3. Huge covered large parts of the Earth's land.

A. glaciers
B. oceans

C. lakes

D. snowdrifts
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4. Make a generalization: which of these is probably true?

A. There will never be another ice age.

B. A mammoth was a large bird.

C. The last ice age lasted for sixty million years.

D. When ice ages happen, more land areas are uncovered.

— 5. Scientists believe that changing patterns are a cause of ice ages.

A. ocean water movement
B. weather

C. both A and B

D. neither A nor B
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In Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqueline Woodson tells stories in poem form about specific
moments from her childhood. In each poem, she also shares her thoughts and feelings
about the moment she describes. The separate poems work together to tell the story of
Woodson'’s childhood.

Assignment:

Write a brief poem in which you use Woodson’s memoir as inspiration. Follow these
steps:

Choose a single moment on which to focus. It can be something small or seemingly
unimportant. For example, you might write about what you see from your window in the
morning, or about eating lunch at school. Then, write a regular prose paragraph in
which you describe the moment. Include details that show what the moment looked and
felt like.
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Change your paragraph into a poem by applying elements of poetry such as the ones
Woodson uses. For example, break up sentences to make poetic lines. Consider
repeating important words or setting them on their own lines. You may even play with
incomplete sentences or fragments. Try to make the moment you described in your
paragraph even more vivid as a poem.

Once your poem is organized, consider adding dialogue or more descriptive details.
Alternatively, you may need to cut some details. Work to make your poem capture the
moment and make it fresh and alive for readers.
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